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The White tlouse o f  t h e  Confederacy i s  an angular  i:!ii.t- stuc:.~;.:;:-!,rick hou::c 
with a shallow, f l a t - r o o f e d  p o r t i c o  i n  Roman-Doric s t y  1.s. i: s:l.iI i cupo i n  
s t ands  r a t h e r  incongruously i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  the  roof .  it : i as  o u i l t  jn 
1818 by Robert Mills, one o f  h i s  few designs i n  Kichlxnd. i r s  ~ ~ i ~ i n a l  
l i n e s  were a l t e r e d  i n  1844 by a t h i r d - s t o r y  add i t ion .  

Known a s  t h e  Brockenborough Flansion, it was bought ;md f~irnisi:t.ii hy t h e  
Confederacy a s  a 'worthy White House' f o r  t h e  Davis F ~ ~ ; l i l ! ~ .  i~. :S33 
t h e  house was saved from r u i n  by t h e  Confederate bleino::jal i . i r i rai .y  Soc ie ty .  
I t  i s  now i n  use  a s  a Confederate museum, containing,  anon? 3ti:i.r 
memorabilia, Robert E .  Lee 's  sword, t h e  Great Seal  and t h e  origlr~:>.l 
p rov i s iona l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  Confederacy, Stonewall Jach::~;~'.; sword 
and cap, and t h e  m i l i t a r y  equipment o f  Gen. Joseph E .  Johni;~r1;1 m d  
Gen. J .  E .  B.  S t u a r t .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  s t r u c t u r a l l y  scund, 'ou: i n  grea t  
need o f  s u r f a c e  r e p a i r s .  

Boundaries 

At p resen t ,  t h e r e  a r e  p lans  under way f o r  major constructiori c ! d  
r e s t o r a t i o n  on t h e  il'hite House proper ty .  The Conf edernte  lslr-.i;:srj n; Liter2.r)~ 
Soc ie ty  i s  bu i ld ing  a new, 30,000 square f o o t ,  fou r - l evc l  I I O C I ~ ; ~  concre te  
b u i l d i n g  southeas t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  and on t h e  same c i t y  block. 
Two o f  t h e  l e v e l s  w i l l  be  below ground; it will be square,  w i t h  n wing 
reaching n e a r l y  t o  12th S t r e e t ,  unless  c o s t s  prec lude  i t s  cuas t ruc t ion .  
There w i l l  be a two-story g l a s s  wall  f ac ing  the  garden and uri,;.iial 
bui ld ing;  long v e r t i c a l  i n s e t  panels ,  a prominent motif on t-he presen t  
museum, w i l l  be  repeated on t h e  new one. 'The new b u i l d i n g  \.;ill 5e 1ov:ex 
than t h e  o l d  White House, smal ler  i n  s c a l e ,  and w i l l  n o t  touch it a t  any 
po in t .  The museum c o l l e c t i o n s  and most o f  i ts  opernti.ons w i j i  !ic t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  new bui ld ing ,  due t o  be completed i n  l a t e  1976. The o!?!c2 buildi!lg 
w i l l  be  r e s t o r e d  a s  accura te ly  a s  poss ib le  t o  t h e  condi t ion  i t  i i ; ~ ~  i n  
dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War. From 1878 through 1893 t h e  house was uscd as  a 
school;  ex tens ive  reinforcement  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n  1894-1895 r e s u l t e d  i n  .the 
l o s s  of many o r i g i n a l  wa l l s ,  so  t h a t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  must n c c e s s n r i l y  be 
approximate. Many o r i g i n a l  Davis p ieces  remain i n  muscEm hands; t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  fu rn i sh ing  w i l l  be  with contemporary p ieces .  The restoiai:i.on i s  
beC~;g done with t h e  a i d  o f  a consul tant  g ran t  from t h e  Natio:::;l T rus t ,  hu t  
t h e  bulk of funding has been through t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  p r i v a t e  s o l j i i t i n g .  A 

matching g ran t  from t h e  I n t e r i o r  Department i s  s t i l l  pending (7i'oveinber 1.974).  

The boundaries  inc lude  a l l  t h e  proper ty  owned by t h e  C o n f e d c ~ a t e  :,lr:morisl 
L i t e r a r y  Socie ty ,  on t h e  block surrounded by 12th ,  Clay, and FlzrsS,all 
S t r e e t s ,  and a d i r t  pa th  t o  t h e  e a s t .  The proper ty  l i n e s  a r e  i c j c r i b e d  
on t h e  accompanying map C-1, l a b e l l e d  "Museum of t h e  Confedc~acy" and 
da ted  May 6, 1974. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I O N I F I C A N C E  

The White House o f  t h e  Confederacy served a s  Executive Mansion f o r  t h e  
S e c e d i n g S t a t e s  1861-65. P res iden t  J e f f e r s o n  Davis and h i s  family l i v e d  
he re  throughout t h e i r  res idence  i n  Richmond. Many o f  t h e  dec i s ions  
which were c r i t i c a l  i n  determining t h e  course of the  war were undoubtedly 
made here .  

Biography 

J e f f e r s o n  Davis (1808-1889). U.S. statesman and only p res iden t  o f  t h e  
Confederate S t a t e s  o f  America, l i v e d  i n  t h e  Richmond i\'hite House from 
1862 u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Davis was a r e l u c t a n t  s e c e s s i o n i s t  who never the le s s  res igned h i s  Senate 
s e a t  t o  accept  t h e  Confederate presidency i n  February 1862. Negot ia t ions  
f o r  peaceful  sepa ra t ion  were proposed but  never  begun; on Apri l  13, t h e  
bombardment of For t  Sumter i n  Charleston harbor i n i t i a t e d  h o s t i l i t i e s .  

The Confederate s t a t e s  were i n  poor condi t ion  t o  withstand invasion.  Thei r  
white  populat ion was one-fourth t h a t  o f  t h e  !hiion s t a t e s ;  they  had no 
navy, no powder m i l l ,  and an i n d i i s t r i a l  capac i ty  a f r a c t i o n  t h a t  o f  t h e  
North 's .  Davis was very e n e w e t i c  i n  h i s  e'iiorts t o  c r e a t e  f a c t o r i e s ,  
r e s t o r e  naval  yards,  and y : ? .  - - -  . a m s  ar:,~ ;-.::111ition from abroad. Most 
important were h i s  at tempts r.. ,;ij.iln(: Ji:.,:~.:..,tic support  from France 
and England. Davis hoped t h a t  t h e i r  need f o r  co t ton  would induce them 
t o  recognize Confederate independence, i f  no t  a c t u a l l y  j o i n  i n  a m i l i t a r y  
a l l i a n c e .  T h e r e p u l s e  of t h e  Confederate army a t  Antietam i n  August 1862, 
provided Pres ident  Lincoln with t h e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  i s su ing  h i s  
Emancipation Proclamation. The t ransformat ion  o f  t1:c war from one 
fought f o r  t h e  Union i n t o  one fought f o r  "freedom" forec losed  any 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  fo re ign  in t e rven t ion .  

Davist only o t h e r  hope f o r  achieving Southern independence was t o  maintain 
t h e  Confederacy as a funct ioning economic and m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  u n t i l  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1864. George MacClellan, a war hero and peace 
candidate,  was opposing Lincoln on t h e  Democr:7.tic tSc!:-t. \%en t h e  
Union General W. T. Sherman routed t h e  defencljng Co~ii 'c<le~-ate arniy and 
entered  At l an ta  September 1, 1864, Lincoln ' s  r e e l e c t i o n  was assured. On 
Apr i l  9, 1865, Lee's Amy o f  Northern Vi rg in ia  surrendered a t  Awwomattox. 

I 
- . - 

Davis planned t o  cont inue  r e s i s t a n c e  from west o f  t h e  Miss iss ippi ,  but was I 
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captured near I m i n v i l l e ,  Georgia, on May 10, 1865. 
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Davis as President was f a r  too prone t o  involve himself i n  t h e  f i n e r  points 
of mi l i t a ry  s t ra tegy;  h i s  interference contributed t o  several  decisive 
Confederate defeats.  But he was the only Confederate statesman of 
suf f ic ien t  s t a t u r e  t o  hold a loose amalgam of semi-independent s t a t e s  
together through four years of t o t a l  war.. I t  i s  doubtful whether any other 
man i n  the  South possessed the s t rength,  i n t eg r i t y ,  and experience necessary 
t o  begin a new nation and, simultaneously, wage war with one of t he  great  
mil i tary powers i n  the  world a t  tha t  time. After t he  war, Davis became a 
symbol of Southern pride.  Sen. John Daniel of Virginia wrote i n  1890: 
"Had a man l e s s  sober-minded and l e s s  strong than Davis been i n  h i s  place 
the Confederacy would not only have gone down i n  material ru in- - i t  would 
have been buried i n  disgrace." Davis died December 6 ,  1889, and was buried 
i n  Richmond, Virginia. 
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